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Why the Torah is Inconsistent
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Question
“Me is who, and who is he, and he is she.”

My friends and I learned that ditty at a young age in Yeshiva. Of course it refers to the
Hebrew words and their English equivalent. The Hebrew word “Mi” translates to
“Who”, and so on.

My question is:
The Hebrew word xi7 is spelled x-1-7, and the Hebrew word x°7 is usually spelled x->-71.

However, several times in the Torah we found that the word »>7 is spelled x-1-1. The first
occurrence is in Bereshit (3:12), and the second occurrence is shortly thereafter (ibid,
3:20). Rashi is apparently silent on the matter.

What is the significance of that spelling?
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Response

One of the tenets of the Jewish faith is the belief that all the words of the Torah were transcribed
by Moshe as they were verbally* dictated by G-d.?

Anomalies in the Tanach

The Talmud?® teaches that the details pertaining to the wording and lettering of the
Torah, including specific vowelizations,* textual embellishments,® words that are
omitted in the text but are read aloud® or written but not recited,” were transmitted to
Moshe at (“from”) Sinai (“halacha le’Moshe miSinai”) and were subsequently preserved
through the ages by tradition.?

Some words in the Torah are also substituted when they are read aloud out of respect
for the sensitivities of the people who are listening. The sages teach, “All verses that are
written in the Torah indelicately, when recited for the congregation are read delicately.””
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